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Ministerial Guidance in 2014: 
“Develop a comprehensive interdisciplinary knowledge base defining and 
documenting observations needed for all disciplines and facilitate availability 
and accessibility of these observations to user communities.”
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A series of dialogue-scenarios, which can 
be read as poems or plays, describing the 
"knots" and impasses in various kinds of 
human relationships.
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Hans-Peter Plag

Jack Jill

The Market Place is for experts and Jack and Jill are in the same expert community

Jack knows what he needs Jill knows what is essential to have

Expert-Based Approach
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Qs about “There is Y”: 
- How specific does Jill have to 

describe Y? 
- What does Jill want for giving 

access to Y? 
- How can Y be accessed?

Questions about “Y matches X”: 
- Does Y match X? 
- Is the available information sufficient? 
- Matching algorithm?

Questions about “Connecting X and Y: 
- Connecting algorithm? 
- Is there someone that can create X out 

of Y?

Questions (Qs)
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Sustainability ScienceAdaptation Science
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EVs: Expert-Based Approach

GEO Secretariat and GI-18 prepared 
leaflet for 47th Session of the 
United Nations Statistical 
Commission showing the value of 
EOs for SDGs 

GEO GI-18: 
Earth Observations in Service of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

Many other GEO Initiatives are 
including SDG monitoring in 
their implementation plan

Jill tries to find out what Jack 
needs



Target 6.3: By 2030, improve water 
quality by reducing pollution, 
eliminating dumping and minimizing 
release of hazardous chemicals and 
materials, halving the proportion of 
untreated wastewater and 
substantially increasing recycling and 
safe reuse globally

SDG

Target

Indicator

6.3.1 Percentage of 
wastewater safely treated 

6.3.2 Percentage of bodies of 
water with good ambient 
water quality 

Essential Variable

Water quality

Environmental

Socio-Economic

Infrastructure

Governance/policy

Water usage 
Wastewater treated

EVs: Goal-Based Approach

Jack wants …

Jill, can you provide…?

Jules-Plag and Plag, 2016b



1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and 
women, in particular the poor and the 
vulnerable, have equal rights to economic 
resources, as well as access to basic 
services, ownership and control over land 
and other forms of property, inheritance, 
natural resources, appropriate new 
technology and financial services, including 
microfinance

SDG

Target

Indicator

1.4.1* Proportion of the 
population living in 
households with access to 
basic services 

Essential Variable

Environmental

Infrastructure

Governance/policy

Socio-Economic

Water Supply S.

Electricity Supply S.

Sewage S.

…

Communication S.

Public Health S.

EVs: Goal-Based Approach

Jules-Plag and Plag, 2016b
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SEE-IN KB Gap Analysis


